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On motion of the Chairman elect of the Standing 
Committee, voted, That the thanks of this Society be 
presented to Charles Deane, Esq., Chairman of the 
Standing Committee, and his retiring associates, Messrs 
Lincoln and Whitney, for their assiduous attentions to 
the interests of the Society during the past year. 

On motion of the Librarian elect, voted, That the 
thanks of the Society be presented to the Rev. Dr. 
Lothrop, for his services as Librarian of this Society 
during a period of six years. 



MAY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, May 9, in the Dowse Library. 

In the absence of the President, Jared Sparks, 
LL.D., one of the Vice-Presidents, was called to pre- 
side. 

The Librarian announced donations from the City of 
Boston ; Bowdoin College ; the Essex Institute ; the Pea- 
body Institute ; the State of Tennessee ; Rev. Caleb D. 
Bradlee ; Richard S. Fay, Esq. ; William F. Goodwin, 
Esq. ; Benjamin P. Johnson, Esq. ; Nathaniel P. Nor- 
ton, Esq. ; E. B. O'Callaghan, Esq. ; S. Urbino, Esq. ; 
and from Messrs. Green, Metcalf, and Bobbins (C), of 
the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters of accept- 
ance from Horace Gray, jun., Esq., and William G. 
Brooks, Esq. 
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The Cabinet-keeper presented as a gift to the So- 
ciety's gallery, from Chief-Justice Bigelow, a portrait of 
Daniel Boone ; for which the thanks of the Society 
were voted to the donor. 

After reading the record of the last meeting, the 
Recording Secretary called the attention of the Society 
to the following note which he had received from the 
President, who was necessarily absent : — 

1, Pemberton Square, May 7, 1861. 
Rev. Dr. Bobbins. 

My dear Sir, — As I may not be able to preside at the 

monthly meeting of the Society on Thursday next, I venture 

to put on paper two or three announcements which it would 

have been my privilege to make from the chair. 

1. Recent English newspapers contain the following no- 
tice : — 

" Died at Exeter, Eng., March 23, at St. Nicholas Priory, Eev. 
George Oliver, D.D., aged 80 ; largely distinguished for the abun- 
dance of his antiquarian acquisitions, and liberality in communication 
of them." 

Dr. Oliver has been on our Foreign list since the 30th of 
March, 1843. 

2. From our American roll, we have still more recently 
lost the Hon. Daniel Dewey Barnard, of Albany; for many 
years a distinguished member of Congress, and afterwards 
the minister of the United States at Berlin. He was a man 
of great ability and integrity, a learned lawyer, an accom- 
plished scholar, a powerful debater, an exemplary Christian 
gentleman. He was a native of Massachusetts; and was 
elected one of our Corresponding Members in June, 1839. 

3. No one will forget the loss we have sustained from the 
circle of our Resident associates in the death of our good 
friend, Mr. Nathaniel I. Bowditch. Though elected but a few 
years since, he had rendered varied and valuable services to 
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the Society; and his liberal interest in its welfare was evinced 
by repeated contributions to its library and its treasury, even 
during his confinement to a bed of suffering. In his chosen 
department of professional life, he has left evidences of accu- 
rate and laborious research, which will secure him a long and 
grateful remembrance in our community ; while his curious 
antiquarian tastes have found striking illustration in a volume 
which will not soon be forgotten by any one who has seen it. 
His kind and genial disposition, his patient endurance of 
severe and protracted infirmities, and his thoughtful atten- 
tions to others, ceasing only with his consciousness, have won 
a place for him in the affectionate recollection of many 

friends. . . . Sincerely yours, 

Robert C. Winthrop. 

At the instance of the Standing Committee, the fol- 
lowing Resolution was offered by Dr. Lothrop, and 
unanimously adopted ; viz. : — 

Resolved, That we learn with deep regret the death of 
Nathaniel Ingersoll Bowditch, a Resident Member of this 
Society, and lament, in submission to the Divine Will, the 
loss which we and this whole community have sustained in 
the death of one whose intellectual culture, professional 
ability, simplicity, purity, and benevolence of daily life - and 
character, made him worthy of the esteem and honor in 
which he was held ; while his cheerfulness, his patience, his 
continued mental activity, and wise and thoughtful liberal- 
ity, exhibited during a painful and lingering illness, endear 
his memory to those most intimately acquainted with him, 
and who loved him most because they knew him best. 

This Resolution, seconded by Mr. Savage, and re- 
sponded to with much feeling by Messrs. Felton and 
Frothingham (R.), was unanimously adopted. 
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Hon. Charles G. Loring, and Charles Folsom, Esq., 
were elected Resident Members, Hon. Horace Binney 
of Philadelphia an Honorary Member, and William 
Winthrop, Esq., and S. Austin Allibone, LL.D., Corre- 
sponding Members, of the Society. 

The Treasurer of the Society read a letter which he 
had just received from J. Ingersoll Bowditch, Esq. ; 
communicating the following extract from the will of 
his late brother, Nathaniel I. Bowditch : — 

"I give to the Massachusetts Historical Society my copy of the 
work entitled ' Vincentii Speculum Historiale,' printed A.D. 1474 ; 
also the sum of one thousand dollars." 

On motion of the Treasurer, the communication of 
Mr. Bowditch was referred to the Standing Committee, 
with full power to make such disposition of the legacy 
as may be for the interests of the Society ; and to pre- 
pare a proper acknowledgment of the generous and 
acceptable benefaction. 

Mr. Sparks stated that he had in his possession one 
thousand three hundred original and unpublished letters 
from General Washington, together with valuable cabinet 
papers, and also sixty letters from Lafayette, which he 
would be happy to place at the disposal of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Frothingham (R.), it was voted, 
That the Society entertain a grateful sense of the liberal 
tender which has been made by Mr. Sparks of many 
valuable letters and papers of Washington, and also 
letters of Lafayette, for the use of the Society ; and 
that the papers thus generously offered be referred to 
the existing Committee on the publication of Washing- 
ton's letters. 
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The Chairman of the Standing Committee read a 
report which had been prepared by that body in rela- 
tion to the Resolutions reported, on the tenth day of May 
last, by a Committee of which Mr. Savage was chair- 
man. 

Report in regard to the Publication of Proceedings. 

The attention of the Standing Committee has been called 
to the subject of a report made to the Society on the tenth 
day of May last by a Committee of which our worthy Ex- 
President was Chairman. It was printed at the time, and a 
copy furnished to each member, agreeably to a vote of the 
Society ; but it has never since been called up for final action. 
Meantime, the whole subject of occasional reports of our pro- 
ceedings is left in suspense. 

The Standing Committee cordially concur in the general 
views embodied in this printed report. They desire to 
guard the dignity of the Society from too frequent appear- 
ances or from any unworthy appearances before the public. 
They desire to save all formal historical papers of permanent 
interest for the regular volumes of our Collections or Pro- 
ceedings. They desire, too, to prevent any member of the 
Society from being exposed to having his casual remarks on 
casual topics caught up, and presented crudely to the public 
eye. 

At the same time, the Committee cannot fail to believe 
that the Society has owed something of its increased estima- 
tion in the community of late to the occasional publicity 
which has been given to its proceedings ; and they cannot 
but feel that the Society owes a debt of grateful acknowledg- 
ment to the gentlemen of the press connected with us, for 
the readiness with which they have so often opened their 
columns for occasional accounts of our meetings, as well as 
to so many of our members for their interesting remarks on 
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matters of immediate occurrence, sometimes connected with 
the living and sometimes with the dead, which have at- 
tracted so much of public attention to our proceedings. 

It is obvious to every one, that proceedings sometimes 
take place at our monthly or special meetings which would 
lose their whole significance by all account of them being 
postponed till the appearance of our formal volumes, and 
which, though they may fitly find a place, in a revised form, 
in either variety of those volumes, ought yet to be the sub- 
ject of immediate notice. Nor can we fail to think that it is 
due to the character of the Society itself, that it should occa- 
sionally make its mark on the public mind in some fit form, 
so as not to lose its hold on the regard and remembrance of 
those who may be prompted to make it the subject of their 
bounty, in the way of additions to our library, our cabinet, or 
our treasury. 

While, therefore, your Committee concur entirely in the 
expediency and wisdom of the cautions and limitations which 
have been proposed in the printed report, they have thought 
that the whole subject might be submitted to the action of the 
Society, in a manner to avoid the misconstructions to which 
those limitations seem liable, and so as to hold out to the 
members less discouragement to submit papers and remarks 
than might be thought implied by the form and terms in 
which they have been presented. 

Your Committee would especially suggest, that the autho- 
rity and responsibility which belong to the subject should be 
definitely fixed somewhere ; and they accordingly submit the 
following substitute for the printed propositions, to be added 
to the By-laws : — 

Chapter XI. — Rules in regard to occasional Reports of 
Proceedings. 

Article 2. — The Recording Secretary, the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee for the time being, and two other members to be 
appointed by the President, shall constitute a Committee, with full 

26 



202 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [JUNE, 

powers to provide for occasional reports, as well as for the permanent 
publication, of the proceedings of the Society, subject to the following 
limitations : — 

1. All formal historical communications, which would appropri- 
ately form a part of our volumes of Collections or Proceedings, shall 
be reserved for such volumes respectively ; a description of them only 
being given in such occasional reports. 

2. No casual or even concerted discussion on topics which may 
engage the attention of the Society shall be reported, without a vote of 
the Society authorizing it; and neither the remarks nor the name 
of any member shall be introduced into any report, without his per- 
mission. 

3. All papers read, or remarks made, by any member, which such 
member shall desire or be willing to have printed, shall be submitted 
to the above-named Committee for the purpose, and shall be subject 
to their discretion ; provided, however, that any member may publish, 
on his own responsibility, any paper or remarks of his own which the 
Committee may not think fit to include in their report ; — it being 
understood, that, in such case, the name of the Society is not to be 
used in any way whatever in connection with such publication. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, the above report was 
unanimously accepted, and the recommendations therein 
submitted were adopted. 



JUNE MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, June 13, at noon ; the President, Hon. Eobert C. 
Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the State of Massa- 
chusetts ; the State of llhode Island ; the State of 
Tennessee ; the Smithsonian Institution ; the American 
Antiquarian Society ; Count Adolphe de Circourt ; D. 
P. Corey, Esq. ; Henry B. Dawscn, Esq. ; Messrs. Du- 



